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     The man in our gospel this morning was invited to the wedding feast of the king’s 

son. He accepted the invitation. With that acceptance there was the expectation he 

would wear the proper clothes for the occasion. I am sure the king and his servants 

offered the proper attire to those who showed up without. It was probably pretty much 

like what restaurants to do today when they offer jackets to men who show up at their 

door without the proper attire. It seems that the guest in our gospel refused the 

wedding garb when it was offered to him. He turned and refused the king’s offer. 

     And so, the king said to him, “My friend, how is it that you came in here not 

properly dressed for the occasion?” Well, the man had nothing to say so the king told 

his attendants, “Bind him hand and foot and throw him out into the night to wail and 

grind his teeth.” Boy, that sure tells us the king was a stickler for propriety. 

     Do you suppose God is that way, too? Is God that demanding? I ask that question 

because you know God has invited all of us to be Catholics. And we, too, have accepted 

that invitation. With that, we are expected to live a life like Catholics. A Catholic is a 

follower of Christ and therefore is expected to live as Christ said His followers must 

live.  

     When we don’t live up to His expectations, God asks us, “My dear friend, why is it 

you became a Catholic but you are not living properly as a Catholic should live? Why 

are you not living as my Son told you to live?” That is a very good question; so, what is 

your answer? 

     Are we like the man at the wedding banquet? Do we ignore the question and give no 

answer at all and continue to live our lives as “Catholics” but “Catholics” in name only? 

That being the case, what do you suppose God is going to tell His attendants to do with 

us? Personally, I hope we never find out! 

     

*Inspired by Matthew 22:1-14 


